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principles rely on other philosophical assumptions and simple ones do not. 
Kant’s kategorical imperative and the classic utilitarian account are monistic 
theories based on a complex moral principle.1

The function of moral principles is to assign moral value to types of actions. 
They help us to evaluate if a certain action is right or wrong.2 To do so, the 
user needs to be able to subsume concrete tokens of actions under the ap-
plicable moral principle. This is easy, as long as the moral principles are uni-
versal and do not conflict with each other.

1 Düber/Quante: Prinzipien, Prinzipienkonflikte und moralischer Partikularismus. Über die 
Rolle, Reichweite und Grenzen von Prinzipien in der Ethik. In: Reprints and Working Papers of 
the Centre for Advanced Study in Bioethics. Band 85. Münster 2016.
2 Hermann Paul: Hier steht eine zweite Fußnote, um die Abstände richtig anzupassen und ein 
vernünftiges Äußeres zu erreichen. 
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