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Google Earth or NASA World 
Wind could become the basis 
of a somewhat new and sophis-
ticated kind of archive regar-
ding typefaces, type designers, 
foundries and type history.



The time wheel allows users 
to select items in time.
The position is in the left
upper edge of the screen.
Depending on the time
interval, there come up diffe-
rent buttoms and different
types.



In the right upper corner
you will find the compass,
similar to the time wheel
different tastes.



All at once, the user interface 
should look like this:







And there is the Hot Box that
comes comes up when you hit 
the space bar:





Depending on the geographical 
area and the time wheel the
globe will be represented more 
or less zoomed. Whenever
there is a point of typographic 
interest, a hot spot gloes up.



Beneath the hot spot the title 
and a little picture come up.
If selected, the chosen point will 
turn into the center, and the
navigation disappears. The single 
elements of the specific hot
spot appear.





Johannes Gutenberg





Pietro Bembo





Claude Garamond





Firmin Didot





Linotype typesetting machine





1982: A movie about type
history from Purup Electronics, 
Cœbenhavn, Denmark.





There should be around 200
Hot spots.



 Date Location Creator/company Event

 – 4000 Mesopotamia Phoenicians Phoenician alphabet
 – 3200 Egypt 1 Egyptians Hieroglyphs
 – 3100 Crete Minoean Linear A script
 – 3000 Middle america Mayans Mayan hieroglyphs
 – 1340 Egypt 2 Echnaton & Nofretete Monotheism
 – 800 Greece Hellenics Greek alphabet
 – 246 China 1 Qin Shihiangdi Conventions about scripts
 113 Rome Imperator Trajanus Trajan’s column
 200 Northern europe Scandinavian people Runes
 800 Corbie Karl the Great Carolingian minuscle
 1040 China 2 Delta of Yangzi Invention of printing
 1452 Mainz Johannes Gutenberg 42-line bible
 1470 Vienna Nicolaus Jenson Jenson
 1496 Vienna Francesco Griffo Bembo
 1530 Paris Claude Garamond Garamond
 1737 Paris Pierre Simon Fournier Typograhic measure system
 1757 Birmingham John Baskerville Baskerville
 1768 Parma Giambattista Bodoni Bodoni
 1896 Berlin H. Berthold AG Akzidenz-Grotesk
 1900 Offenbach Otto Eckmann Eckmann
 1914 Berlin Louis Oppenheim Lo-Type
 1926 Leipzig Emit Wetzig Type specimen
 1928 Frankfurt Paul Renner Futura
 1931 London Eric Gill Gill Sans
 1933 Frankfurt Erich Meyer Tannenberg
 1937 Paris A. M. Cassandre Peignot
 1958 Frankfurt Hermann Zapf Optima
 1962 Marseille Roger Excoffon Antique Olive
 1968 New York Herb Lubalin Avantgarde
 1969 Berlin Günter Gerhard Lange AG Buch
 1976 Kiel Gerard Unger Demos
 1979 Darmstadt Hermann Zapf Zapf Chancery
 1982 Cøbenhavn Purup Movie about type history
 1984 Cupertino Susan Kare Chicago
 1984 Berlin Bernd Möllenstedt Formata
 1984 San José John Warnock PostScript
 1989 London Neville Brody Industria
 1989 San José Carol Twombly Trajan Pro
 1991 Den Haag Erik von Blokland Trixie
 2001 Tokio Masahiko Kozuka Kozuka
 2001 Tokio Tsutomu Suzuki Hiragino
 2006 New York Thomas Lincoln New Lincoln Gothic
 2007 Berlin Erik Spiekermann Typeface for german railways



Every Hot spot has got its
portrait, some samples. a short 
text description and optio-
nally links to other longer (spo-
ken) text, videos and further
documents and downloads.



From a specifific distance,
there could be used historical 
globes instead of modern
satellite pictures. For example, 
the Behaim globe of 1492.



The geographical points that 
have a typographical content, 
will appear depending on
the time wheel and the actually 
chosen earth selection.



To develop the java applet,
collegues said the cost will be 
around 12.000 €.



Eric Menninga, I ask you to
treat this document as confiden-
tial for the first time. If Adobe 
could image to develop an
application or a commercial use 
of this idea, I could imagine to 
support this.



www.global-type.org



Further information you can
get from my two talks at ATypI 
Lisbon and Brighton:

http://www.global-type.org/
Talk.799.0.html

http://www.global-type.org/
Talk.796.0.html



Thank you for your attention.


